'CAMPAIGN FINANCE DIVISION

] WAIVER REQUEST DATE: 6/25/2021
COJRECONSIDERATION REQUEST DOCKET #:
FILER INFORMATION
Name: Baker Donelson LA PAC
Office: K/\ /%C) \/\C\/\,U\Q;L %t\,Q,E\
Parish: Ll
Election Date: %\»\ A= G
Level of Office: PAC ”\5 avoes R @U‘CX“ O
REPORT INFORMATION ~o%0\

Name of Report: MO
Original Due Date: 3/10/2020
Date Filed: 3/25/2020
Activity Receipts: $4,680.32
Expenditures: $0
Funds at Close of Reporting Period: $7,225.27

LATE FEE INFORMATION

Amount of Late Fee: $3,000
Days Late: 15
Late Fee Order Received: 4/29/2021
Payment/Waiver Request Due Date: 5/19/2021
Waiver Request Received: 5/18/2021
Additional Information Requested:

- Medical

- Financial

- Other

COMMENTS: Waiver request was faxed in by the PAC's chairperson Nyka Scott and she states that Mary
Martin a former employee who filed the PAC's reports advised that she spoke to someone at Ethics at
the time of the delayed filing. She explained that Baker Donelson was one of the first businesses in the
State of LA to close due to Covid 19. She said the PAC has been diligent about timely filing its monthly
campaign finance disclosures. Additionally her firm was dealing with one of the first known cases of
Covid in the state and they closed all their offices around the time of the filing deadline and all
employees were working from home. Any late filing was simply an oversight.

OTHER LATE FEE INFORMATION
Campaign Finance:
Other Outstanding Reports: No
Other Outstanding Late Fees: No
Prior Late Fees: yes
Reassessed Late Fees: No
Disclosure Statements:
Other Outstanding Late Fees: No
Prior Late Fees: No
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BEARMAN, CALDWELL & BERKOWITZ, PC ;:::r;oomems, LOUISIANA

PHONE: 504.568.5200
FAX: 504.636.4000

www.bakerdonelson.com

NYKA M. ScoTT, COUNSEL
Direct Dial: 504.225.381.7008
E-Mail Address: pcancienne@bakerdonelson.com

May 18, 2021
Via FAx

Louisiana Board of Ethics
Attn: Melissa Horn

P.O. Box 4368

Baton Rouge, LA 70821

Re:  Baker Donelson LA PAC - Late fee assessment for February 2020
Monthly Campaign Finance Disclosure Report

Dear Ms. Horn:

We are in receipt of your correspondence of April 27, 2021 assessing a $3000 fee for the
late filing of Baker Donelson LA PAC’s February 2020 Campaign Finance Disclosure, Mary
Elizabeth Martin, our former employee who filed our campaign finance disclosures, advised that
she spoke with someone at the Board of Ethics at the time of the delayed filing. She explained
that Baker Donelson was one of the first businesses in the state that closed down because an
attorney in our Mandeville office was one of the first diagnosed cases of Covid-19. We became

aware of this diagnoses on or around March 10, 2020 and we closed all of our offices shortly
thereafier.

Ms. Martin has advised that she shared this information with the Board of Ethics and was
advised to seek a waiver, which she believes she did. But, she never received confirmation of
same. Ms. Martin is no longer with the firm, and we are in the process of reviewing her archived
files for confirmation of a waiver request. However, in the event that there is no record of a
waiver request, we hereby specifically request one. Baker Donelson has been diligent about
timely filing its monthly campaign finance disclosures. Additionally, our firm was dealing with
one of the first-known cases of Covid-19 in the State, we closed all of our offices around the
time of the filing deadline and all employees were working from home. Any late filing was
simply an oversight.
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Louisiana Board of Ethics
May 18, 2021
Page 2

Please contact me at 504-908-6952

should you |
information,

wave any questions or need additional

Sincerely,

5 e 5i 4
Nyka M. Scou, Chairperson
/nms

NME JBAB-3059-497 86
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Louisiana Board of Ethics

Attn: Melissa Horn

Karla B. Viator

Paralegal

Baker Donelson Bearman Caldwell & Berkowitz, PC
450 Laurel Street, 21st Floor

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70801

Direct: 225-381-7048

Fax: 225-343-3612

Email: kviator@bakerdonetson.com

www. bakerdonetson.com

Baker, Donelson, Bearman, Caldwell & Berkowitz, PC
represents clients across the U.S. and abroad from offices in
Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Maryland, Mississippi, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, Virginia and Washington, D.C,

;ﬁpﬁease consider the environment before printing this e-mail,

Note: This facsimile contains PRIVILEGED and CONFIDENTIAL information intended only for the use of the specific individual
or entity named above. If your or your employer are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any unauthorized

in error, please immediately notify the person named above at once by telephone and return the original facsimile to us at the
above address via the U.S. Postal Service. Thank you.
Unless otherwise expressly stated, nothing in this cover sheet or in any attachment hereto is intended to or can be used by any
recipient to avoid the imposition of federal tax penalties.
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New Fax Message ]
To: 12253817271
Fax Number: 12253817271
From: Viator, Karla
Date: 05-18-2021 11:42 AM CT
Subject: Baker Donelson LA PAC - Late fee assessment for February
2020 - Monthly Campaign Finance Disclosure Report
LNo of Pages with Cover: | 4

Note: This facsimile contains PRIVILEGED and CONFIDENTIAL information intended only for the use of the specific individual
or entity named above. 'If you or your employer are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any unauthorized
dissemination or copying of this facsimile or the information contained in it is strictly prohibited. If you have received this facsimile
in error, please immediately notify the person named above at once by telephone and return the original facsimite to us at the
above address via the U.S. Postal Service. Thank you.

Unless otherwise expressly stated, nothing in this cover sheet or in any attachment hereto is intended to or can be used by any
recipient to avoid the imposition of federal tax penalties.
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